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Industry- ﬁ16ndly
education mooted

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Should an educational institu-
tion devote itself to preparing
free, right thinking and cre-
ative individuals or cater to
the needs of the industry?

This was one of the serious

questions that surfaced dur-
ing a panel discussion on In-
dustry-Academia Connect, or-
ganised by ICFAI Univerisity,
Ranchi at its Ashok Nagar
campus on Wednesday after-
noon.

“Industry drives economy
and academia provides fuel
(read talent and know-how),”
said O.R.S. Rao, vice chancel-
lor of ICFAI University while
introducing the topic. Citing
different sources, he men-
tioned that only 17 per cent of
fresh engineering graduates,
21 per cent of fresh MBAs and
25 per cent of information tec-
hnology (IT) graduates were
found employable in the cou-
ntry in 2011.

Pointing out that failure to
apply (at workplace) what
they learnt in classrooms was
amajor hindrance andRaoad

vocated a meaningful partner-
ship between industry and ac-
ademia.

The participants in the
panel discussion, barring one,
were all associated with vari-
ous industrial sectors and as
expected they stressed on such
an education system or at
least a curriculum that would
be industry-friendly. -

S.K. Behra, vice-chairman

‘of Confederation of Indian In-

dustries (CII), Jharkhand
chapter, who came from Jams-
hedpur, said the present edu-
cation system was not suited
for the industrial sector. He
strongly recommended com-
pulsory training for engineer-
ing students at industrial
units so that they acquired
basic knowledge in their cho-
sen field.

Rana Chakravarty, chief of
corporate communication at
Mecon Limited, Ranchi, did
not, however, endorse Behra's
views."Trainees take these
training very casually and are
just interested in taking the
certificate,” he opined. Train-
jng would be helpful only if

those undergoing it are moni-
tored properly, he added.

“We send everyone to a
rural unit for three months as
part of compulsory training,
but most don't like that and
want to remain in cities,” said
Dhirendra Kumar, managing
director, Jharcraft. Training
provides competence, he said,
adding that competent profes-
sionals actually don’t even
need to be supervised.

Hoteliers Prabhakar Singh
and Ravinder Singh stressed
on practical exposure as there
is a total disconnect between
theory and practice.

Jalaluddin Mandal of

_ Vodafone felt that students

should be taught in such a way
that they get acquainted with
the “basics” of the industry.
KXK. Nag, former vice
chancellor of Ranchi, Bha-
galpur and Vinoba Bhave Uni-
versities, who, despite favour-
ing increase in employability
of students, felt that universi-
ties were actually meant to be
knowledge hubs and students
must inculcate values and be-
come good human beings.
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Jharkhand (IUJ), in associa-
tion with Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) on

Industry- ; .
to. su'engthen the e
ment hetween Indus
Academia. A large nu
iefd%r Offi 1l_:w.l.‘s
cademicians from repmed
tion likelIM -Ranchi,
Ah jeet  group, Bhushan
Power & Steel, ICICI Bank,
HDFC Bank and Capitol

Wednesday organized an
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Group or hotels parﬁmpued

in the event. .

ORS Rao, VC, on the occasion
said, "While Industry drives.

. the economy, Academia pro-

vides the fuel to the Industry
in terms of Talent and Know-
How. Partnersh!.p between

them will help in improving -
" tioned that

the quality of fuel”,

Speaking on the Academic
Perspectives of the collabora-
tion, M J Xavier, D:rem.or IIM
Ranchi
said  that

Industry and

Academia are the two bul-
locks yoked to the cart of col-
laboration driven

forward under the skilled
stewardship ‘of - the
Government for mutual bene-
fit. In his address, DN Ojha,
Director, Higher Education,
Govt. of Jharkhand men-

Government will be very
happy to facilitate thé part-
nership as it is beneﬁcml for
the stateasa

whole. Putting forward the

Sharkhand.

rganizes ‘Industry-
lemia connect’

Industry perspectives, SK
Behra, Vice- Chairman, CII
Jharkhand and VC and MD,
RSB Transmissions (I
Limited, highlighted the ini-
tiatives taken y CIl 1o pro- -

mote the

in the state of
He mentioned
Industry academia research

partnerships

as a powerful way to upgrade
talent base.

Dhirendra Kumar, [FS,

Special Secretary, Dept. of
ir:liausu'y Govt of Jharkhand

Jharcraft, in his inaugural
address mentioned the vari-
ous initiatives of Jharcraft
and said that a

general shift is 0hserved in
closer working between aca-
demia and industry
"However, they

need to work together to
bridge the skill gaps of fresh
graduates so that they are

F.\‘Oducﬂve

rom the day of their joining
the  industry" added,
Dhirendar Kumar.
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